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(Traveling At Good Speed: Transportation Policy Shouldn’t Be Reduced To Average Commuting Timu.\
\ Alex Marshall, G i ine, August 2009 (www.governi li d-speed
18,626 s83t 2at } - o
=% HA SFxH Years ago, I drove 35 minutes each day from Virginia Then there’s walking. I’ve never walked to work, but I
iy 10,228 = Beach to Norfolk to a job as a schoolteacher. Because I sometimes walk part of the way, say a mile. Walking 20
ARIER| W stExtemxt lived blocks from a freeway and the school was blocks blocks in a crowded city is fun. But let's say I lived in a
(@i/or- Az I 16,571 from an off ramp, I was able to drive at 60 mph almost the  typical suburban city. I wouldn’t choose to walk a mile along
entire way. Not a bad commute—but a tiring one. When a suburban arterial with cars whizzing by me, even if I
/ you drive at high speed on a freeway, you need to pay covered the same distance in the same amount of time.
P - attention or you may kill someone, yourself included.
APREY SBARD | L0134 71F) Travel between cities offers qualitative differences as well.
Now I live in Brooklyn, and commute 45 minutes to my Plane travel seems to have become a series of lines that one
office in Manhattan. This involves a 15-minute walk to the  waits in, broken up by small quantities of actually flying.
\ subway, a five-minute wait for the train, a 20-minute Train travel, if available and good, can offer unbroken hours
subway ride, plus a five-minute walk to work. This is for sustained concentration. Driving for hours in a car
H|g= H|ZS 08 longer than my old 35-minute car commute but is less between cities, with or without company, can be good or bad
'\ EHA|ZI7ER| 9,748 SJAZIIR| - tiring. I enjoy the walk. I can read or watch TV on my depending on temperament, one’s physical size and the
S (/0! - Az 501 CHH|H2(%) 220 iPhone while on the subway—or talk to strangers, which is quality of one’s stereo.
something I enjoy.
sS85t Speaking of stereos, years ago I did a story as a reporter for
HA I make this comparison to point out that, when it comes to  the Virginian-Pilot in Norfolk called “Drive Time.” It was a
- ion, time is an elastic, subjective, almost counter-intuitive story about the guilty pleasure many people
/ ‘mystical thing. One minute spent traveling one way is not experienced while commuting to work because it was often
a4 = - the same as another. Yet we seldom acknowledge this. the only time they had to themselves. If they had young
o{mEsH E5HA|7 AR EPIES z .
AH|YPE SHARZIIX| AFH(2013E 7|F) This squishy side of transportation has little place in children, it was often the only time they had to listen to music
serious policy discussions at city council tables and in or simply to sit quietly. Even being stuck in traffic wasn’t so
= legislative chambers. It isn’t easy to start talking about bad, particularly if they had a nice car.
=
4) ELH ?_1 TE %F how transportation feels.
- . _ _ _ _ Quality matters, that’s clear. My 35-minute commute to
o LA 2 X|RIoA] APESH ESHAIZIVIX|C] A2 HEREESMI} H|HE Esioz Instead, policy makers often present transportation as if it Norfolk was in my aunt’s old 1973 Ford LTD that I had
el = = o = o = = = o can be ively ized in miles-per-hour, average bought from her. Not a bad car, but a Jaguar might have
TET T YRS 42 SHIUFES MESIH LMESHH HIYESHS 4R 5 commuting times, cost-per-passenger, or capacity figures. eased my way. I love train travel, but in the early 1980, I
= = = = - == This is unfortunate because how a transport system feels hated boarding the slow, uncomfortable and crowded trains
=20 2SS MRF| = HHOIGEY g s
%}jAP_fﬂf %%}j d | S 4‘ C\’—Wﬂ [H ” == J‘ S Ol' A_}-E%P determines how and whether it is used, as well as its long-  in Spain, where I was living at the time. The country was still
ChA TETIXRIT TTEA A Exm x|0| 74o [=yE === E Ao term potential. It’s up to mayors, legislators and planning  recovering from decades of dictatorship, and its infrastructure
L4 0:” g | E’. oo =X | ‘:'J'|> IS )\l = TX} = |.X | = 4' &F 1 e S Tgl. S 71‘ o ‘I A} directors to find ways to talk about these softer sides was poor. From this, I learned that we need comfort and
Il W 49 el ZAZol YT S0i 22AR! S KRSl BRSO bt ool vl s s e
til:!ﬂ‘_ 15| |-E 7 |?j'1 234 %ZLE)S! X )»E% St235 )»0;1 PNDS| l;l(l %{)ﬂ To jump-start that discussion, he'ne are some more ‘ ) .
— _ examples of how my transportation experience varies: There is no objective way to pronounce that one way of
o SINEATLR AV EDBME A= OH|IEISATAL EEX|RD AL HI5EH| Sometimes I bike to work. This is actually shorter in time  travel is better than another. Transportation, or at least one’s
n _ than the subway, but it’s qualitatively much different. I experience of it, is subjective. Ultimately, it depends on what
SHEEl= Ao AHIXFE7 XIS ME5H0 Al arrive invigorated from the challenge of urban cycling you like. But if policy makers want to push one form of
(unfortunately, it is dangerous) while also physically tired.  transportation over another, they’d do well to consider
\And' T have to take weather into consideration. making that form of travel a primo experience. /
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